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KGB Uses Allies 
To Swell Ranks 
Of Spy Network 

The Soviet KGB has found a con- 
venient, economical way to expand 
its espionage resources: it uses its 
eastern European allies to do an in- 
creasing amount of the dirty work. 

Last May, I broke the story of the 
KGB’s suspected complicity in the 
attempted assassination of Pope 
John Paul H Since then, the evi- 
dence has been mounting. 

In fact, western intelligence 
sources now say that the new Soviet 
1 dictator, Yuri V. Andropov, was at 
least a knowing accomplice in the 
pope’s shooting, if he didn’t actually 
orchestrate the whole thing when he 
beaded the KGB. 

The nearly successful “hit* cetr 
tainly fit the pattern of the KGB’s 
murder-hy-aurrogate technique. The 
confessed gunman, Turkish terrorist 
Mehmet All Ages, was working with 
the Bulprian secret police, Dura- 
havna Sigurnost (DS). He met with 
assassination planners in Bulgaria, 
and obtained hs gun, his fialss iden- 
tity documents and a large amount 
of cash there. Three Bulgarians have 
been arrested as accomplices. 

The Bulgarian secret police have 
i always been tbe closest and most 
l willing of the Soviets’ surrogate goon 


squads. As far back as 1978, Bulgar 
ian killers woe fingered as tbe ones 
responsible for the murder of a de- 
fector in London with a poison pellet 
fired from an umbrella. 

And it was definitely Andropov 
who reorganized the KGB and de? 
dded to make greeter use of satellite 
manpower. So tbe attempt an the - 
pope can be traced indirectly, if not. 
directly, to him. Here’s how Andro- 
pov’s worldwide network operates: ' - 

Killings , known as “mokrie dels* 
or "wet affaire,* because of the Mood 
that is shed, are planned in Depart- 
ment V of the KGB in Moscow. If 
tbe Soviets want to put a little dis- 
tance between themselves and an 
assassination, it will be turned over 
to Department 11 of the KGB’s for- 
eign division, once known as the' 
“Advisers Department* 

Mare than 100 KGB supervisors 
are stationed at the eqaaoage head- 
quarters of tbe various m gov- 
renments, in Sofia, Prague, East Ber- 
lin, Budapest, Warsaw, Bucharest and 
Havana. These KGB “undes* approve 
or veto the sateDhae* spy operations. 
They monitor wnwning jntePjgepce 
repeats and para along the most im- 
portant to Moscow. , 

In some crass— at tbe Dbecdkm 
General de Intelligence in Havane, ■ 
far example— the Soviet supervisors 
even draw up the budgets for covert 
operations. 

Perhaps the biggest advantage ism' 
the number of agents avtijaMe^to 


work for the Kremlin by •'Mmg sur-* > 
rogate spies to the Soviets’ undercover 
'operatives. A top-secret intelligence ’ j 
review notes that there are more than. ' 
90 different official and quasi-official' 
missi ons from wnim imi«t count ries in • 
the United States alone. Of the 2,000: ?) 
xa so personnel attached to these ^ 
dons, there are at least "544 known or” 
suspected intelligence.; officers,* the'%. 
review, states.' . _ 

* But the number is much higher, :* 
intelli g en c e sources told my associate ' 
Dale Van Atta. The CIA reckons that? 
roughly 40 percent of communis t -mis- ;- - 
sion personnel are intelligence agenta.% 
That means 800 foreign agents th e-,. 
FBI has to keep track o£, and it can 
take as many as eight G-men to keep *, 
a si ngle agent under proper -surveil-.':* 
lance. • . ... 

The KGB.hu its favorites -among : 
satellite espionage personnel The: 
Czechs are at or near the top of the ' 
list, “ be c au s e of their abject suheer-r 
vienoe,* as one mteQigence report not-. 

■ ad. The East Germans “are of increes?. * 
mg importance from year to year,*.- 
■« largely because of their ability to in-’ - 
filtrate West German agenda and . 
gain access to UE. secrets. . t v ; 

. And tiie Bulgarians are valued by 
the KGB “because they like the Rus-‘ 

4 dans and support them enthusiastic* * 
ally.* It remains to be seen whether" 
this enthusiasm- will s u r v i v e Andio-' - 
■pop’s letting tbe Bulgarians take the’’ 
rap for the attempted * ***’ 
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